Sandwich artist begins to bloom

b:r Frank "r'lumlu

Walley Free Poeds

1% FI?L'@'.\iIL'uI 15 b0 ke beah-
H ful |hi:195. Sandwich rmaralist
Eulojio “hoe™ Ortega has an-

woork in aren homes amd businesses.

“A mural should ser the atmosphere

For whepever it is,” Ortega said

Whedher the mood of the maral is
pesoeiul and soothang in & mersery of &
home or takes you back toa 1950s
gurmmer in Brenda’s Frozsen Custard in
Flano, Onega has worked on hundneds
of commissiomsd pieces in the area.
e bibeves & mural can create an
amazing feeling when people walk
inbe a Foom.

The 30-vear-obd father of two grew
up in Sanslwich and has a bachelor of
fine ans degree from NI, He had
worked for 2 Planc-based home décor
business before deciding he wanied 1o
wiork on his own.

Mow, he does Custom paintings,
portraits and murals rmnging from bus-
dreds o thowsands of dollars, He has
been painting murals for aboud fiour
W,

“I'm just beginning o take off,”
Owiega said.

Hi emjoyws the mone creative fhee-
dom he has pow than when he worked
for the agency.

1 wraen’t meal I'r.' allowedd 8o make
things as beautiful as it could be,”
Ohtega said.

He prefers bo have control over cor-
Liun aypects, such s [if:hﬂ 1 e huts to

Jog Oriega sits by his mural isside Breeda’s Prozen Castard in Flana, Mare of his ant-
wark can be seen in the Waterfront restasrant in Somonank, (Fhoto by Prank Yaisvilas)

FeCrcane & portrait, for example, from a
phado, He sxid it can be difficult if the
photo wits taken from someone clse or
he lacks control over what he is creat-
ing.

“You just can’t fabricare colors
that aren’t there,” Cricga said.

He recently started painting oil
portrails and won an honorable men-
tiom last year for one of his ponraits
from the Portrait Society of America.

“I*s tough, tough 1o get in there,”
Ortega sad. “1 was just pleased
because I've only been doing portrats
for about & year and a kalf, now™

He received more encoursgemen
recently when the editor of
Imtermational An magarine ook
one look at his work and said be was
high-caliber,

“I knew 1 was on the right track.”
Cirtega smd,

But he realieess it 15 important o
always work o increase his skill
level

He knows how stmaggling it can be
for an anist. He said he does not
know of anyone in his NIU class wheo
iz making a living Dall-time in an.

“Art is probably the most expen-
sive major with the least guaruniee of
success,” (rtega said,

Al 524 for a tabe of paint and
brushes that can cost hundreds of daol-
lars, he said the practice of making ant
itself can be expensive.

“I"'m always amazed that 1 do this
for a |i1.ir.|]::."' |:-.:l'rl.n:'t::ﬂ s,

With the Sandwich area growing,
he hopes for continwed suscess.

“1'd like 1o do & lot mone local
work.”™ {'h'h:g,: gaed,

Bome of his work can be wen
oaline at www.ortegasiudios com.



